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History  
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ÅThe concept of extending Commuter Rail service to Foxboro in order to 

serve the growing economic node there has been studied and considered 

for many years.  
ÅSeptember 2010  

ÁFoxborough Commuter Rail Feasibility Study 

ÁMBTA study concludes that commuter rail service to Foxborough is feasible and would meet Commonwealth 

policy objectives of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, providing public transit options, and supporting 

smart development. 

Å2013 

ÁFoxborough Master Plan 

ÁRecommended advancing development of a multi-modal corridor serving freight and commuters. Considered 

expansion of commuter rail in the long -term, to include a stop at Gillette Stadium. 

ÅJanuary 2015  

ÁMemorandum of Agreement among MBTA, MassDOT, and The Kraft Group 

ÁThe MBTA, MassDOT, and The Kraft Group agree to implement regular commuter rail service to Foxborough 

using the Framingham Secondary railroad line.  

ÅJune 2015  

ÁMassDOT acquires the Framingham Secondary from CSX. 

 

 

 



Introduction:  

Characteristics of the Proposed Pilot  
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ÅThe Town of Foxborough  is the Pilot sponsor, in cooperation with 

MassDOT, the MBTA, and The Kraft Group.  

 

ÅThe Pilot will extend eight existing Fairmount Line trains and one existing 

Franklin Line train from South Station to Foxboro Station and back. 

 

ÅPilot service is proposed to begin in late 2018/early 2019 .  

 

ÅThe Pilot will make use of existing MassDOT/MBTA -owned infrastructure.  

 

ÅThe Pilot does not require any additional or unplanned capital investments.  

 

ÅThe Pilot requires the use of one additional trainset . 

 

 

 



Introduction:  

Projected Ridership  
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Å150 riders per weekday are projected to board at Foxboro Station. 

 

ÅMBTA system -wide ridership is projected to increase by 160 new riders , 

all of whom are expected to shift from private automobiles to the train.   

 

Å210 existing riders are projected to divert from existing stations to Foxboro 

Station and/or other stations on the line, potentially opening up capacity for 

additional new riders. 

 

ÅThe Pilot will include 500 new parking spaces for MBTA customers , which 

will generate new revenue for the MBTA, alleviate parking shortages at 

nearby stations, and potentially prompt additional ridership.  

 

 

 



Introduction:  

Costs and Revenues 
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ÅThe Pilot will generate an estimated $459,000 of new revenue for the MBTA, 

and require an estimated $1,200,000 to operate, for a net cost to the MBTA 

of $741,000 . 

 

ÅA private partner, the Kraft Group, has committed to fund any difference 

between the per-passenger cost of the Foxboro Pilot (estimated at 

$8.58/passenger) and the average per-passenger cost for the Commuter Rail 

system (currently $6.07/passenger), up to $217,000 . 

 

ÅFor the Pilot duration, the net cost to the MBTA, minus the private 

contributions of $217,000, would be $524,000 . 

 

 

 



Presentation Overview  

ÅThe Results of the Service Pilot 

Proposal Evaluation: 

 

ÁInfrastructure 

ÁOperations 

ÁRidership 

ÁParking 

ÁAir Quality 

ÁCosts and Revenues 

ÁSupport and Opposition  

ÁProposed Schedule 

 

ÅPerformance Metrics for 

Evaluation of Service Pilot 
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Foxboro is official name of Foxboro Station; Foxborough is the 

official spelling of the Town of Foxborough. 



Proposed Foxborough Service Pilot 

Evaluation of the Proposed 

Pilot Service  



ÅThe infrastructure necessary to operate 

the proposed Pilot exists and is owned 

by MassDOT/MBTA:  

 

ÁThe Pilot would use the Fairmount Line, 

Franklin Line, and Framingham Secondary.  

 

ÁFoxboro Station  provides both a low-level 

and mini-high platform.  

 

ÁParking is available both on-site and in close 

proximity to the station.  

 

ÁMassDOT/MBTA are currently upgrading the 

Framingham Secondary, which will both 

support the Pilot and improve reliability along 

the corridor for current event and freight 

services. 
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Infrastructure Needed for the Pilot  



Operation of the Pilot  
 

Å41 daily one-way trips currently run between Readville 

and South Station on the Fairmount Line. 

 

ÅThe Pilot will extend eight Fairmount Line trains and 

one Franklin Line train to Foxboro Station. 

 

ÅOf those trains, three will be peak period/peak 

direction trips  and then limited midday service. 

 

ÅThe MBTA will continue to serve the Fairmount Line as 

the Line is served today . 

 

ÅThe operation of the Pilot does not reduce existing 

Fairmount Line service, stops, or frequencies . 
 

ÅThe operation of the Pilot does not impact Franklin 

Line or Providence Line services .  

 

ÅThe new riders and new trips can be served with one 

additional trainset only . 

 

9 


