Appendix J
Section 4(f)



Analysis of Potential Use of Section 4(f) Properties
MBTA Draw One Bridge Replacement Project

APPENDIX L
DRAFT SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION

Analysis of Potential Use of
Section 4(f) Properties

@ January 15, 2025




Analysis of Potential Use of Section 4(f) Properties
MBTA Draw One Bridge Replacement Project

Page left intentionally blank

Cover Page]| ii



Analysis of Potential Use of Section 4(f) Properties
MBTA Draw One Bridge Replacement Project

TABLE OF CONTENTS

TABLE OF CONTENT S .. cuiiieiiiieitetteiteteteretresrassessassessassassassessassassassassassassassassassassassassassassnssassnssassnssns 3
1.0  INTRODUCTION ....ccceueuuieeireereerannnneesseeeeesnsssssesssesessassssssssssessssnsssssssssssssssnssssssssssssssnnnnssssssnsanes 1
2.0 REGULATORY CONTEXT AND METHODOLOGY....c.cetuttutrerrereranrecranresrocsassassassassassassassassnssassansans 3
2.1 SECTION 4(F) PROPERTY DEFINITION....uuuvurereeeeeeeesiurerereeeeeeensnrsseeeseeesesmssssssssesesmmmsssssssesessssmmssrssssssesssnnns 3
2.2 SECTION A(F) USE wuvveeeieeeeiiiiurureeeeeeeeeeiutreeeeeeeeeesissarereseeeeeasssssesesesesesssssssssssesesessssesssesesssnsssrrsssesesssnnns 3
3.0 PROJECT INFORMATION.....cccuttuiruereirerrenracrenrostessansossassassassassassassassassassassassassassnssassassassnssnssnssnns 6
3.1 PURPOSE AND NEED...eciutieeteeeetreeeteeestseeaiseeesseesaseseasssessesessseesssessasssessesensseesssessasesessessnsesesseesssesennees 6
4.0 IDENTIFICATION AND POTENTIAL USE OF SECTION 4(F) PROPERTIES .....cccuueerreenneerrennneereenneceeenns 9
4.1 PARKLANDS AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCES .....uvvereeirreeeesrreeeesiurereesisseeeesssseseessssesessssssesesssssesssssssseesnsses 9
4.2 HISTORIC RESOURCES ...ccuvvreeureeesteeeeteeesseeesseeseseeessseesaseseasseesssessasssesseseasssesssessnsesesssessssssesssessnsssesssennn 20
4.3 WILDLIFE OR WATERFOWL REGUGES ..eeeeeuvveeeeitreeeeeiteeeeeeteeeeeeteeeeesisseeessteeesessessessseseesessssessnssseesenssens 20
5.0 MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM.......cccetteuuuneeierreeeeennnneceeesseesssssssssssesssessssnsssssssssssssssnnsssssssssnns 21
6.0  COORDINATION ....ccuuueeieereereennnneeeeereeeennsssseeesseesssssssssssessesssssssssssssssssssssnssssssssesssssnnssssnssssssans 22
6.1  DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION DCR....coceivriieeiirieeeeireeeeeitreeeeetreeeeeeareeeeennreeeeenanneas 22
6.2 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT .. .veeecteeeeteeeeteeeetteeeeteeestseeeseeeasesessesaasssesssessasesesssessaseseasssesasesesssessasesessseesasesenns 22

FIGURES

FIGURE 1 1: PROJECT LOCATION ...etteetetieeuurreeeeesssauunteeeeesssasusrneeeesssssassssseeesssssssssssseesssssssssssseesesssnssssseesesssnssssseeeessssnsssssenees 2
FIGURE 4-1: SECTION 4(F) PROPERTIES AND IMPACT INFORMATION ....uvveeeiurieeeetreeesitseeeastteeeeassesesssessasssesssssssssssssesesssssssnsens 10
FIGURE 4-2: DCR PIER AND RIVERFRONT WALKWAY.....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieieie ettt ettt et e e e e e e e e a e e e e e e e e e e e ae e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeaaaaaaaeas 16
FIGURE 4-3: PAUL REVERE PARK AND NORTH BANK BRIDGE......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee ettt ettt a e e e e e e e e e e e e e e a e e 17
FIGURE 4-4: GRIDLEY LOCKS FOOTPATH AND VACANT DCR PARCEL (PROPOSED SOUTH BANK PARK) ....vvveeeiiiieieiieeecieeeeeeiveee e 18
FIGURE 4-5: NORTH POINT PARK, NORTH BANK BRIDGE, AND LYNCH FAMILY SKATEPARK ....uuiivruieerenneeretieeeeeneerennneersneeereneesennns 19

ATTACHMENTS

1. FINALSECTION 4(F) AGREEMENT
2. DRAFTSECTION 4(F) AGREEMENT
3.  CHARLES RIVER WATER SHEET — CORRESPONDENCE

@ Table of Contents| iii



Analysis of Potential Use of Section 4(f) Properties
MBTA Draw One Bridge Replacement Project

ACRONYMS

ACHP Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
ADA American Disabilities Act

APE Area of Potential Effects

AREMA American Railway Engineering and Maintenance-of-Way Association
B&MRR Boston & Maine Railroad

BET Boston Engine Terminal

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

CPs Consulting Parties

CRMF Commuter Rail Maintenance Facility

DCR Department of Conservation and Recreation
DFE Design Flood Elevation

EA Environmental Assessment

FTA Federal Transit Administration

GIS Geographic Information Systems

MEP Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing

MGH Massachusetts General Hospital

MGL Massachusetts General Law

MHD Massachusetts Highway Department

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act

NRHP National Register of Historic Places

owl Official(s) with Jurisdiction

SHPO State Historic Preservation Office

SIHs Signal Instrument Houses

SPMTs self-propelled modular transporters

THPO Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

usc United States Code

UsDOT United States Department of Transportation
Zakim Bridge Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge

@ Table of Contents| iv



Analysis of Potential Use of Section 4(f) Properties
MBTA Draw One Bridge Replacement Project

Page left intentionally blank.

v



Analysis of Potential Use of Section 4(f) Properties
MBTA Draw One Bridge Replacement Project

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter has been prepared pursuant to the requirements of Section 4(f) of the United States
Department of Transportation (USDOT) Act of 1966. Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act
of 1966, codified at 23 U.S.C. §138 and 49 U.S.C. §303, articulates a National policy affirming that a special
effort shall be made to preserve the natural beauty of the countryside, public park and recreational lands,
wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic sites. Pursuant to 23 CFR 774.3, the Secretary of
Transportation may not approve transportation projects that require use of such properties unless a
determination is made that there is no feasible and prudent alternative, and that all possible planning has
been done to minimize harm to Section 4(f) land(s) resulting from such use.

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) is seeking funds to be provided through the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) as the lead federal agency for the Draw One Bridge Replacement
Project (the Proposed Project). The Proposed Project would replace the existing two structures comprising
the Draw One Bridge over the Charles River with three new vertical lift bridge structures. Associated
activities include replacement of the adjacent Signal Tower A, replacement of the approach trestles,
related adjustments and upgrades to track alignments, and communications and signaling systems. Figure
1-1 highlights the direct footprint of the work area including the temporary impacts (shown on figures as
“Temporary Limits of Work (LOW)”) and permanent impact areas (shown on figures as “Permanent Limits
of Work (LOW)”) for the Proposed Project. “Project Site” is used throughout the document to refer to the
“Temporary LOW” and “Permanent LOW.” The Project Site, comprising approximately eight acres, is
roughly located within the bounds of the Charles River (in the same area as the previous Draw One Bridge)
but extends 200 feet upstream and 300 feet downstream of the existing Draw One Bridge. The purpose
of the Proposed Project is to bring the Draw One Bridge into a state of good repair, improving the reliability
and safety of MBTA Commuter Rail and Amtrak service.
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2.0 REGULATORY CONTEXT AND
METHODOLOGY

The “use” of each protected Section 4(f) property, and the attributes that qualify it as a Section 4(f)
property, are defined in 23 CFR §774 of the USDOT Act of 1966 and outlined below:

2.1 SECTION 4(f) PROPERTY DEFINITION

e Any publicly owned parkland, recreation area, or wildlife and waterfowl| refuge of national, state,
or local significance; or

e Anyland from a historic site of national, state, or local significance. Section 4(f) historic properties
are those listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).
Archaeological resources are only protected resources when their importance is centered around
the location of the resource.

A desktop review of available aerial photography, local land use plans, landowner identification, and other
applicable plans have provided the baseline information needed to map and list parks, recreation areas,
and wildlife/waterfowl refuges within the Project Site. Historic sites listed or eligible for listing on the
NRHP within the Project Site have been identified through consultation under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 as described. Existing Section 4(f) properties in the Project Site
have been mapped using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and documented by type (e.g., parks,
recreation areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, historic sites, etc.), approximate acreage and amenities.

For parks, recreation areas, and wildlife/waterfowl| refuges that qualify for protection under Section 4(f),
FTA must coordinate with the official(s) with jurisdiction (OWJ) of the agency or agencies that own or
administer the property in question, and with staff who are empowered to represent the agency on
matters related to the property. The OWI for parks/recreational areas will depend on the ownership (e.g.,
relevant city or county).

For historic Section 4(f) properties, the applicable State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is an OW) for
the properties that are eligible for or listed on the NRHP except when a Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
(THPO) is an OWJ. When the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) is participating in the
Section 106 process as a consulting party, the agency is an OWJ for properties that are eligible for, or listed
on, the NRHP.

2.2 SECTION 4(f) USE

A project “use” of a Section 4(f) property occurs when the project either temporarily or permanently
impacts the property occupied by the Section 4(f) property. Different Section 4(f) “uses” are Direct Use,
de minimis (a type of Direct Use), Temporary Use, and Constructive Use. These “uses,” as well as Section
4(f) Exceptions, are described in more detail in the following sections.
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2.2.1 DIRECT USE

A Direct Use of a Section 4(f) property occurs when property is permanently incorporated into a proposed
transportation project. This may occur from a partial or full acquisition, permanent easement, or
temporary easement.

Section 4(f) de minimis Use

In some instances, the FTA may decide the use of the Section 4(f) property is de minimis. This is still a
Direct Use but is typically a smaller impact, with all the criteria below being true. Under 23 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) Part 774.3(b), a de minimis impact decision incorporates all possible planning to
minimize harm by reducing the impacts on a Section 4(f) property to a de minimis standard.

Under 49 United Stated Code (U.S.C.) 303(d)(3) parks, recreation sites, or wildlife or waterfowl refuges,
the FTA may make a de minimis impact decision only if:

o After public notice and opportunity for public review and comment, FTA finds that the
transportation program or project will not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes
of the park, recreation area, or wildlife or waterfow! refuge eligible for protection under this
section; and

e The finding has received concurrence from the OWIJ over the park, recreation area, or wildlife or
waterfowl refuge.

Under 49 U.S.C. 303(d)(2), the FTA may make a de minimis determination on a historic property only if
the following Section 106 consultation process is followed:

e The transportation program or project will have no adverse effect on the historic site, or there
will be no historic properties affected by the transportation program or project;

e FTA’s finding has received written concurrence from the SHPO or THPO (and from the ACHP if the
ACHP is participating in the consultation process); and

e FTA has developed its finding with consulting parties (CPs) as part of the Section 106 consultation
process.

2.2.2 SECTION 4(f) TEMPORARY USE

Temporary Use is when a project temporarily occupies Section 4(f) property in a manner that is adverse
in terms of the statute’s preservation purpose, such as during construction, but has no permanent impact
to the Section 4(f) property. A temporary use of a Section 4(f) property occurs when the conditions below
are satisfied.

1. Duration is less than the time needed for construction of the project and there is no change in
ownership of the land;

2. The nature and magnitude of the changes to the Section 4(f) property are minimal;

3. There are no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor is there interference with the
protected activities, features, or attributes of the property on either a temporary or permanent
basis;
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4. The land being used will be fully returned to a condition at least as good as that which existed
prior to the project; and

5. Thereis a documented agreement of the OWJ over the Section 4(f) property regarding the above
conditions.

2.2.3 SECTION 4(f) CONSTRUCTIVE USE

A Constructive Use of a Section 4(f) property occurs when a transportation project does not incorporate
land from the property, but the proximity of the project results in impacts so severe that the protected
activities, features, or attributes which qualify the property for protection under Section 4(f) are
substantially impaired (23 CFR 774.15). FTA has determined the Proposed Project will not result in the
constructive use of any Section 4(f) properties in the Project Site.

2.2.4 SECTION 4(f) EXCEPTION

Section 4(f) Temporary Occupancy Exception occurs when the project does not have an overall negative
impact on the Section 4(f) property and may even have a net benefit. Under 23 CFR 774.13(d), temporary
occupancy exceptions to Section 4(f) have been established where all of the following apply:

e The duration of use must be less than the full time needed for construction of the project;

e There is no change in ownership of the land;

e The nature and the magnitude of the changes to the Section 4(f) property are minimal;

e There are no anticipated permanent adverse impacts;

e There will be no temporary or permanent interference with the activities, features, or attributes
of the Section 4(f) property;

o The land being used must be fully restored to a condition which is at least as good as that which
existed prior to the project; and

e There must be documented agreement of the official(s) with jurisdiction over the Section 4(f)
property regarding the above conditions.

Transportation enhancement activities, transportation alternatives projects, and mitigation activities,
where:

e The use of the Section 4(f) property is only for the purpose of preserving or enhancing an activity,
feature, or attribute that qualifies the property for Section 4(f) protection;

e The OWI of the property agrees in writing to the bullet point above; and

e That the project includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the Section 4(f) property.

Under 23 CFR 774.13(a)(2) exceptions to Section 4(f) have been established that include but are not
limited to the use of historic transportation facilities; these include improvement of rail transit lines that
are in use for the transportation of goods or passengers (e.g., maintenance, preservation, rehabilitation,
operation, modernization, reconstruction, and replacement of railroad or rail transit line elements).
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3.0 PROJECT INFORMATION

3.1 PURPOSE AND NEED

The existing Draw One Bridge movable spans present an ongoing maintenance challenge and are found
to be beyond repair. Similarly, the approach trestles and the existing Signal Tower A are at the end of their
useful life. Therefore, the Draw One Bridge, the existing Signal Tower A, and approach trestles need to be
replaced.

The Proposed Project addresses the critical need to bring the Draw One Bridge into a state of good repair
and improve the reliability and safety of MBTA commuter rail and Amtrak services. MBTA has identified
specific goals for the Proposed Project, which include:

e Maintaining current operations for MBTA commuter rail and Amtrak Downeaster service
throughout construction;

e Maintaining marine traffic beneath the bridges;

e Providing operational flexibility and redundancy;

e Accommodating potential future MBTA commuter rail and Amtrak Downeaster rail operations;

e  Minimizing impacts on the built and natural environment, and

e Improving resiliency of the Draw One Bridge to severe storm events.

3.1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION - BUILD ALTERNATIVE

The Proposed Project includes the demolition and replacement of the superstructure and substructures
of the two Draw One Bridge spans over the Charles River, as well as the adjoining existing Signal Tower A,
and related repairs and adjustments to the approach trestles, track alignments, and communications and
signaling systems.

The Draw One Bridge has two remaining operational rolling lift movable spans (out of the original four)
that each carry two tracks. Portions of the two disused bridges, which have been partially demolished, are
located to the west of the operational bridges. The Proposed Project includes the replacement of these
structures with three vertical lift bridge structures.

The Proposed Project also includes the demolition and replacement of the existing Boston & Maine Rail
Road (B&MRR) Signal Tower A building, which housed the operations control desk for the Draw One
Bridge. The B&MRR Signal Tower A building is located on the north bank of the Charles River in Cambridge,
immediately to the east of the mainline tracks. An adjacent temporary steel frame control tower houses
bridge controls that were relocated from the existing Tower A building, which has been deemed unsafe
for occupancy.

The Proposed Project would upgrade service across the Charles River from four bridge tracks to six and
upgrade the number of usable tracks north of the river by matching the eight mainline tracks. In other
words, the bridge approach trackwork through the Project Site will be upgraded from 10-4-7-8 to 12-6-8-
8. This proposed alignment allows all station tracks to access the Commuter Rail Maintenance Facility
(CRMF —also known as Boston Engine Terminal [BET]), a maintenance facility for the MBTA commuter rail
train sets, which is located north of the Tower A Interlocking. Trackwork is also necessary north of the
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Draw One Bridge to align the tracks associated with the northernmost replacement bridge into the
existing track configuration. The Proposed Project would upgrade all wayside devices, cables, and
infrastructure, along with making modifications to the microprocessor controller equipment for each of
the Signal Instrument Houses (SIHs) within the Proposed Project limits. This will support the new track
and signal system configuration throughout the Project Site, along with the required construction staging.

During construction of the Proposed Project, a minimum of four active tracks over the Charles River and
a minimum of eight active tracks at North Station will be maintained during weekday operations, thereby
limiting public transportation disruptions. There are three major stages relating to the Bridge work. The
first stage would consist of constructing the first replacement movable bridge to the west, along with the
proposed approach spans on each side and the proposed Signal Tower A. Itis anticipated that the selected
contractor would need to install a temporary trestle over the water immediately upstream of the
proposed construction area to support these construction activities. The second stage of construction
would consist of the replacement of the existing western bridge. During this phase of work, the north and
south approach spans would be constructed to the limits that are available without impacting active
tracks. The third phase would consist of the replacement of the existing east bridge and associated
approach spans. Construction of the movable spans and north approach can be performed with little
impact on the active portions of the track structure.

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) currently has plans to develop a
pedestrian structure connecting Nashua Street Park over the MBTA tracks to a proposed park in the
location of the currently vacant DCR parcel between the Leverett Circle Connector Bridge and the Leonard
P. Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge (Zakim Bridge). The new South Bank Park will be developed on the
site of a portion of an existing DCR parking lot (referred to as DCR Vacant Parcel within this document)
and a portion of the Gridley Locks Footpath, generally located below the 1-93 and Route 1 elevated
highway on the south side of the Charles River. The Proposed Project would not preclude the
implementation of the South Bank Park; however, DCR plans to begin construction as early as 2026. As
such, there is the potential for concurrent construction activities, but activities would be coordinated to
avoid disruption to either construction program.

The South Bank Bridge will provide pedestrian and bicycle access to the new park over the MBTA ROW
just west of North Station, connecting it to Nashua Street Park. The bridge is proposed pursuant to a
commitment of the Massachusetts General Law (MGL) Chapter 91, 310 CMR 9.00 permitting for the
Massachusetts Highway Department (MHD) Central Artery Tunnel Project. There is currently no timeline
for construction or completion of this project. The Proposed Project would not preclude the
implementation of the South Bank Bridge; however, construction activities supporting the latter could not
begin until after the substantial completion of the construction for the Proposed Project, assuming that
the limits of construction for the two areas overlap. It is anticipated that throughout its design and
construction planning, the implementation of the South Bank Bridge would be undertaken in coordination
with agencies responsible for the properties.

A Cross River Bridge that would connect Nashua Street Park to North Point Park was proposed in 1995 by
the Metropolitan District Commission, the predecessor agency to DCR, as a separate Charles River crossing
for cyclists and pedestrians. It is not yet designed or planned for construction, though as currently
contemplated it would cross the Charles River near, and to the west of, Draw One Bridge, connecting
North Point Park with Nashua Street Park and/or the proposed new South Bank Park via the proposed
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South Bank Bridge. The Proposed Project would not preclude the Cross River Bridge from being
constructed in the future.
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4.0 IDENTIFICATION AND POTENTIAL USE
OF SECTION 4(F) PROPERTIES

The list below identifies nine publicly owned parks and recreational areas within the Project Site. A
determination as to whether the Proposed Project would result in the use of each Section 4(f) property is
also included in the paragraphs following. Figure 4-1 shows locations of each Section 4(f) property. The
potential impacts to Section 4(f) properties are shown on Figure 4-2 through Figure 4-5.

4.1 PARKLANDS AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

The Project Site is near nine DCR-owned parks and recreation areas, each of which are considered a
Section 4(f) property:

e Galvin Memorial Park

e Lynch Family Skatepark

o Nashua Street Park

e  Paul Revere Park

e Gridley Locks Footpath (DCR Proposed South Bank Park)

e DCR Parking Lot and Adjacent Vacant Parcel (DCR Proposed South Bank Park)
e North Point Park

e North Bank Bridge

e DCR Pier and Riverfront Walkway

The Proposed Project will not require permanent easements or acquisition of parkland. An evaluation of
the Proposed Project’s use of Section 4(f) parks and recreational properties is provided below.

1.0 @ 4.0 IDENTIFICATION AND POTENTIAL USE OF SECTION 4(f) PROPERTIES | 9



Analysis of Potential Use of Section 4(f) Properties
MBTA Draw One Bridge Replacement Project

4.0 IDENTIFICATION AND POTENTIAL USE OF SECTION 4(f) PROPERTIES | 10



Analysis of Potential Use of Section 4(f) Properties
MBTA Draw One Bridge Replacement Project

NO SECTION 4(F) USE

Three Section 4(f) properties have been identified within the Project Site that would not experience a use
with the Proposed Project, as defined in 23 CFR 774.17: Galvin Memorial Park, Lynch Family Skatepark,
and Nashua Street Park. FTA has made this determination based on the following:

e The Proposed Project would not permanently incorporate land into a transportation facility;

e The Proposed Project would result in a temporary occupancy of land that is adverse in the terms
of the statute’s preservation purpose as determined by the criteria in 23 CFR 774.13(d); and

e The Proposed Project would not result in a constructive use of the above referenced Section 4(f)
properties as determined by 23 CFR 774.15.

FTA has determined no further coordination pursuant to 23 CFR 774 is required for Galvin Memorial
Park, Lynch Family Skatepark, and Nashua Street Park.

SECTION 4(F) PROPERTIES DE MINIMIS USE

As discussed further below, six Section 4(f) properties within the Project Site have been identified that,
with the implementation of measures to minimize harm, would experience de minimis impacts as a result
of the Proposed Project. FTA intends to make a de minimis impact finding for these properties pursuant
to 23 CFR 774.3(b), 23 CFR 774.5(b)(2)(ii), and 23 CFR 774.17. A de minimis impact is one that will not
adversely affect the features, attributes, or activities qualifying the property for protection under Section
4(f).

Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (Proposed South Bank Park)
Section 4(f) Property No. 4 on Figure 4-1 and shown on Figure 4-4
Temporary Impacts: 7,000 Square Feet (0.16 acre)

The Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (proposed South Bank Park) is a 670-foot walking path along the
Charles River through the Gridley lock system. The recreational trail and parcel are situated in Boston on
the south bank of the Charles River, both east of the Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge
(zakim Bridge), and northeast of Beverly Street. The Proposed Project would require the construction of
a temporary construction road in the parking area on the property. The details of the proposed impact
are shown on Figure 4-4. The impact would affect the use of the driveway on the property when
deliveries are made to the Proposed Project. The temporary construction access would be in place for
approximately three years, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of the
Proposed Project, currently anticipated to be eight years. Construction access is needed to support the
movement of equipment and materials to and from the Proposed Project construction site. The area of
the proposed impact is approximately 7,000 Square Feet (0.16 acre). The location of the proposed impact
is detailed in Figure 4-4.

To minimize the impact, MBTA proposes to repair paved surfaces within the impacted area to a condition
as good or better than the existing condition. The impacts from the Proposed Project would not preclude
any future development of the property. No recreational qualities of the footpath would experience an
impact from the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would not preclude any future improvements
planned by DCR for the proposed South Bank Park. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and
mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to Gridley Locks
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Footpath and Parcel (proposed South Bank Park) are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de
minimis impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

DCR Vacant Parcel (Proposed South Bank Park)

Section 4(f) Property No. 6 on Figure 4-1 and shown on Figure 4-4
Permanent Impacts: Less than 1,000 Square Feet (0.02 acre)
Temporary Impacts: 16,000 Square Feet (0.36 acre)

The DCR Vacant Parcel (proposed South Bank Park) is situated on the south bank of the Charles River,
beneath the Zakim Bridge, adjacent to its eastern abutment. DCR proposes to develop this 1.67-acre
parcel with landscape plantings to reduce impervious surfaces, providing public recreational amenities
and improving accommodations for bicycles and pedestrians. In the future with the Proposed Project,
construction access for vehicles and materials would be provided in the proposed South Bank Park,
temporarily displacing all ten of the northern parking spaces and six of the seven boat trailer parking
spaces that would be provided at the proposed park. Proposed Project impacts include the installation
of a new manhole for access to newly installed and extant subterranean infrastructure. The duration of
the proposed impact is anticipated to last three years, which is significantly less than the duration of the
construction of the Proposed Project, currently anticipated to be eight years. The extant recreational
walkway along the Charles River is to remain open during the Proposed Project, except during material
deliveries when conditions are not safe for the general public. The area of the proposed temporary and
permanent impact is approximately 16,000 square feet (0.36 acre). The location of the proposed impact
is detailed in Figure 4-4.

To minimize the impact, MBTA proposes to repair paved surfaces within the impacted area to a condition
as good or better than the existing condition. The impacts from the Proposed Project would not preclude
any future development of the property. No recreational qualities of the footpath would experience an
impact from the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would not preclude any future improvements
planned by DCR for the proposed South Bank Park. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and
mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to the Vacant
Parcel (proposed South Bank Park) are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact
pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

North Bank Bridge
Section 4(f) Property No. 8 on Figure 4-1 and shown on Figure 4-3 and 4-5
Impacts: Temporary Closure

The North Bank Bridge is a 690-foot multi-use bridge that carries users under the Zakim Bridge and over
the MBTA commuter rail tracks which lead to and from North Station. The North Bank Bridge is situated
in Cambridge on the north bank of the Charles River. Three piers supporting the North Bank Bridge —
numbered three, four, and five — are on MBTA property. Pier Three conflicts with railroad track
realignment and construction within MBTA right-of-way. To allow for construction of the Proposed
Project, the North Bank Bridge would be required to be raised one foot. This would entail relocating two
bridge supports — Piers Three and Four — and constructing one additional bridge support — Pier 4A,
modifying the bridge truss structure, and modifying and the lengthening the landings of the bridge within
North Point Park and Paul Revere Park. The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figures 4-3 and
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4-5. These construction activities would result in multiple closures of the North Bank Bridge for up to
two weeks at a time. The total duration of anticipated closures is approximately 30 days. The closures
are anticipated to place within a six-month period, which is significantly less than the duration of the
construction of the Proposed Project, currently anticipated to be eight years.

To minimize the impact to users of the recreational path, MBTA will coordinate with DCR to develop a
detour to connect North Point Park and Paul Revere Park. A signed detour would be posted for path
users during construction activities. MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come to
agreement on the regrading, reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings
that may be impacted by the Proposed Project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination
with DCR for the restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%,
100% and Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would be restored to a condition as
good or better than prior to construction. Further, MBTA will coordinate with DCR to review and
comment on plans for raising the North Bank Bridge at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and Final for Construction
benchmarks. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and mitigation measures described
above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to North Bank Bridge are consistent with the
definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

Pier and Riverfront Walkway
Section 4(f) Property No. 9 on Figure 4-1 and shown on Figure 4-2
Temporary Impacts: 5,000 Square Feet (0.11 acre)

The Pier and Riverfront Walkway is a waterfront feature on the south bank of the Charles River situated
north of the Massachusetts General Hospital administration building, east of Nashua Street Park, and
just west of the tracks at the north end of North Station. The Pier and Riverfront Walkway are shown in
detail on Figure 4-2. The Proposed Project would require closing the pier for recreational use to allow
the contractor to access the south trestle for construction activities. The duration of the closure is
anticipated to be five years, which is less than the duration of the Proposed Project, currently anticipated
to be eight years. Construction related activities on the Pier and Riverfront Walkway include removing
trees to facilitate access for construction vehicles and materials. Multiple deliveries would occur each
day at this location. The Riverfront Walkway between the DCR Pier and the fence of the west side of
North Station would be temporarily closed during material deliveries. The area of the proposed impact
is anticipated to be less than 5,000 square feet (0.11 acre).

To minimize the impact to the Pier and Riverfront Walkway, MBTA has coordinated with DCR park
designers to come to agreement on the regrading, reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other
permanent plantings that may be impacted by the Proposed Project. Landscaping plans shall be
developed in coordination with DCR for the restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and
comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would
be restored to a condition as good or better than prior to construction. In consideration of the impacts
and minimization and mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed
impacts to Pier and Riverfront Walkway are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis
impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.
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Paul Revere Park

Section 4(f) Property No. 5 on Figure 4-1 and shown on Figure 4-3
Permanent Impacts: 155 Square Feet (< 0.01 acre)

Temporary Impacts: 47,045 Square Feet (1.08 acres)

Paul Revere Park at N. Washington Street in Boston is a 7.5-acre publicly-owned, public park situated
east of the Zakim Bridge on the north bank of the Charles River and north of Gridley Locks. Features of
the park include open greenspace for passive recreation, paved multi-use paths, and a children’s
playground. The Proposed Project would impact Paul Revere Park for modifications to the east landing
of the North Bank Bridge. The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figure 4-3. Anticipated
construction activities comprise approximately 47,045 square feet (1.08 acres) to allow access for
vehicles and equipment, jacking the North Bank Bridge abutment, and regrading and planting. Impacts
to trees and landscaping plantings would occur within areas of construction activity. Construction
activities would require temporary closures of three walkways for up to two weeks at a time. The total
duration of anticipated closures is approximately 30 days. The closures are anticipated to take place
within a six-month period, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of the
Proposed Project, currently anticipated to be eight years.

To minimize the impact to users of the recreational path, MBTA will coordinate with DCR to develop a
detour to connect North Point Park and Paul Revere Park. A signed detour would be posted for path
users during construction activities. MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come to
agreement on the regrading, reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings
that may be impacted by the Proposed Project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination
with DCR for the restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%,
100% and Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would be restored to a condition as
good or better than prior to construction. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and
mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to Paul Revere Park
are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

North Point Park

Section 4(f) Property No. 7 on Figure 4-1 and shown on Figure 4-5
Temporary Impacts: 37,500 Square Feet (0.84 acre)

Permanent Impacts: 400 Square Feet (0.04 acre)

North Point Park at 6 Museum Way in Cambridge is an 8-acre publicly-owned, public park situated
northwest of Draw One and south of the Leverett Circle Connector. Features of the park include a
playground, boat docks, greenspace, multi-use paths, and a waterfront promenade. The Proposed
Project would impact North Point Park through modifications to the west landing of the North Bank
Bridge. The modification would require erecting three shoring towers under the North Bank Bridge. Each
tower would have a footprint of approximately 100 square feet. Construction activities would be staged
from the north side of the bridge where there are limited opportunities for recreational activities.
Modifications to the North Bank Bridge east landing would permanently impact approximately 140 feet
of walkway at the existing abutment. The total anticipated impacts to North Point Park are approximately
37,500 square feet (0.84 acre). The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figure 4-5. Construction
activities would require temporary closures of three walkways for up to two weeks at a time. The total
duration of anticipated closures is approximately 30 days. The closures are anticipated to place within a
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six- month period, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of the Proposed
Project, currently anticipated to be eight years.

To minimize the impact to users of the recreational path, MBTA will coordinate with DCR to develop a
detour to connect North Point Park and Paul Revere Park. A signed detour would be posted for path
users during construction activities. MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come to
agreement on the regrading, reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings
that may be impacted by the Proposed Project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination
with DCR for the restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%,
100% and Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would be restored to a condition as
good or better than prior to construction. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and
mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to North Point Park
are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.
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(DCR PROPOSED
SOUTH BANK PARK)

Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (DCR Proposed
South Bank Park): Construction access through the
parking area for 3 years. No impacts to the footpath.
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4.2 HISTORIC RESOURCES

A Historic Architectural Survey and Assessment of Effects identified two historic resources that are
considered to be Section 4(f) properties within the Project Site: B&MRR Signal Tower A, commonly known
as ‘Tower A,” and Draw One Bridge (see Figure 1-1). They are both eligible to be listed on the NRHP. In
May 2024, FTA determined the Draw One Bridge and Tower A are excepted from consideration as 4(f)
properties consistent with 23 CFR 774.13(a)(2) as an exception for historic rail lines and elements thereof.

4.3 WILDLIFE OR WATERFOWL REFUGES

No wildlife or waterfowl refuges were identified within the Project Site.
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5.0 MEASURES TO MINIMIZE HARM

DCR concurred with FTA on January 8, 2025, that the Proposed Project would not adversely affect the
recreational activities, features, or attributes that qualified the properties for Section 4(f) protection (see
Attachment 1). Measures to minimize harm to parklands and public recreation areas in the vicinity of the
Proposed Project are set forth in an agreement between DCR and FTA.! Potential measures to minimize
harm may include signed detours for pedestrians and bicyclists posted for each walking/biking path
affected during construction activities. Regrading; seeding; planting trees, shrubs, and other permanent
plantings; and/or general landscaping are other possibilities for areas disturbed by construction.

1 The temporary construction easement at Paul Revere Park was previously assumed to be approximately 0.86 acre,
which is reflected in the draft Section 4(f) agreement between MBTA and DCR in Attachment 2. However, based on
DCR review and comment, the easement has been slightly increased to approximately 1.08 acre to accommodate
an extension of the access drive.
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6.0 COORDINATION

6.1 DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION DCR

MBTA held a meeting with DCR on June 5, 2024, to provide an overview of the Proposed Project and
discuss the potential use of Section 4(f) properties and proposed mitigation measures. DCR concurred
with FTA on January 8, 2025, that the Proposed Project would not adversely affect the recreational
activities, features, or attributes that qualified the properties for Section 4(f) protection. Measures to
minimize harm, and mitigation for impacts are set forth in an agreement between DCR and MBTA (see
Attachment 1 and Attachment 3).

6.2 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

A public meeting was held on June 6, 2024, to discuss the Proposed Project and provide an update on the
status of Section 106 consultation and 4(f) impacts. FTA will utilize the public comment period associated
with the Environmental Assessment (EA) to comply with the requirements of 23 CFR 774.5(b)(2)(i) and (ii)
prior to seeking concurrence from DCR, as the official with jurisdiction, on FTA's intent to make a de
minimis impact determination for the minor Section 4(f) use of parks under DCR's jurisdiction. Any agency
or public comments received during the review period will be addressed.
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impacts to these 4(f) properties associated with the proposed Draw One Bridge Replacement
Project are enclosed as Attachment 1.

The purpose of this letter is to inform DCR of FTA’s intention to make a determination of
Section 4(f) de miminis impacts to the Section 4(f0 properties under the agency’s jurisdiction.
Pursuant to the coordination requirements at 23 CFR 774.5(b)(2)(i), FTA will publish this
information in the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared to satisfy the requirements of
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for the proposed project. FTA will utilize the
30-day public comment period for the EA to allow an opportunity for public review and
comment on the FTA’s intention to make a determination of Section 4(f) de minimis impacts.
Following the conclusion of the public comment period, FTA will review and consider any
relevant comments and provide them to DCR for review and consideration. After consideration
of any comments from the public, FTA will then make a de minimis impact determination if
DCR concurs that the proposed project, after measures to minimize harm are employed, would
not adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes that make the property eligible for
Section 4(f) protection.

Project Impacts to Section 4(f) Properties

No Section 4(f) Use

FTA has identified three Section 4(f) properties within the project arca that would not experience
a use from the proposed project, as defined in 23 CFR 774.17: Galvin Memorial Park, Lynch
Family Skatepark, and Nashua Street Park. FTA has made this determination based on the

following:
. The proposed project would not permanently incorporate land into a transportation
facility;
. The proposed project would result in a temporary occupancy of land that is adverse in

the terms of the statute’s preservation purpose as determined by the criteria in 23 CFR
774.13(d); and

. The proposed project would not result in a constructive use of the above referenced
Section 4(f) properties as determined by 23 CFR 774.15.

FTA has determined no further coordination pursuant to 23 CFR 774 is required for Galvin
Memorial Park, Lynch Family Skatepark, and Nashua Street Park.

Project Impacts to Section 4(f) Properties

FTA has identified six Section 4(f) properties within the project area, discussed further below,
that including measures to minimize harm, would experience de minimis impacts from the
project, for which FTA intends to make a de minimis impact finding pursuant to 23 CFR
774.3(b), 23 CFR 774.5(b)(2)(i1), and 23 CFR 774.17. A de minimis impact is one that will not
adversely affect the features, attributes, or activities qualifying the property for protection under
Section 4(f).




Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (Proposed South Bank Park)
Section 4(f) Property No. 5 on Figure 1-2 in Attachment 1.
Temporary Impacts: 7,000 Square Feet (0.16 Acres)

The Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (Proposed South Bank Park) is a 670-foot walking path
along the Charles River through the Gridley lock system. The recreational trail and parcel are
situated in Boston on the south bank of the Charles River, both east of the Leonard P. Zakim
Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge (Zakim Bridge), and northeast of Beverly Street. The proposed
project would require the construction of a temporary construction road in the parking area on
the property. The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figure 1-5. The impact would
affect the use of approximately 16 of the 77 parking spaces on the property. The temporary
construction access would be in place for approximately three years, which is significantly less
than the duration of the construction of the project, currently anticipated to be eight years.
Construction access is needed to support the movement of equipment and materials to and from
the project construction site. The area of the proposed impact is approximately 7,000 Square Feet
(0.16 Acres). The location of the proposed impact is detailed in Figure 1-5. To minimize the
impact, MBTA proposes to repair paved surfaces within the impacted area to a condition as good
or better than the existing condition. The impacts from the proposed project would not preclude
any future development of the property. No recreational qualities of the footpath would
experience an impact from the proposed project. The proposed project would not preclude any
future improvements planned by DCR for the proposed South Bank Park. In consideration of the
impacts and minimization and mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the
proposed impacts to Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (proposed South Bank Park) are
consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

DCR Vacant Parcel

(Proposed South Bank Park)

Section 4(f) Property No. 6 on Figure [-2 in Attachment |
Permanent Impacts: Less than 1000 Square Feet (0.02 Acres)
Temporary Impacts: 16,000 Square Feet (0.36 Acres)

This Vacant Parcel is part of the Proposed South Bank Park and is situated on the south bank of
the Charles River, beneath the Zakim Bridge, adjacent to its eastern abutment. DCR proposes to
develop this 1.67-acre parcel with landscape plantings to reduce impervious surfaces, providing
public recreational amenities and improving accommodations for bicycles and pedestrians. The
proposed project would impact the Proposed South Bank Park by providing construction access
for vehicles and materials. Project impacts include the installation of a new manhole for access
to newly installed and extant subterranean infrastructure. The duration of the proposed impact is
anticipated to last three years, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of
the project, currently anticipated to be eight years. The extant recreational walkway along the
Charles River is to remain open during the project, except during material deliveries when



conditions are not safe for the general public. The area of the proposed temporary and permanent
impact is approximately 16,000 Square Feet (0.36 Acres). The location of the proposed impact is
detailed in Figure 1-5. To minimize the impact, MBTA proposes to repair paved surfaces within
the impacted area to a condition as good or better than the existing condition. The impacts from
the proposed project would not preclude any future development of the property. No
recreational qualities of the footpath would experience an impact from the proposed project. The
proposed project would not preclude any future improvements planned by DCR for the proposed
South Bank Park. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and mitigation measures
described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to the Vacant Parcel (proposed
South Bank Park) are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to
23 CFR 774.17.

North Bank Bridge
Section 4(f) Property No. 8 on Figure [-2 in Attachment [
Impacts: Temporary Closure

The North Bank Bridge is a 690-foot multi-use bridge that carries users under the Zakim Bridge
and over the MBTA commuter rail tracks which lead to and from North Station. The North
Bank Bridge is situated in Cambridge on the north bank of the Charles River. Three piers
supporting the North Bank Bridge — numbered three, four, and five — are on MBTA property.
Pier Three conflicts with railroad track realignment and construction within MBTA right-of-way.
To allow for construction of the proposed project, the North Bank Bridge would be required to
be raised one foot. This would entail relocating two bridge supports — Piers Three and Four —
and constructing one additional bridge support — Pier 4A, modifying the bridge truss structure,
and modifying and the lengthening the landings of the bridge within North Point Park and Paul
Revere Park. The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figures 1-4 and 1-6. These
construction activities would result in multiple closures of the North Bank Bridge for up to two
weeks at a time. The total duration of anticipated closures is approximately 30 days. The
closures are anticipated to place within a six-month period, which is significantly less than the
duration of the construction of the project, currently anticipated to be cight years. To minimize
the impact to users of the recreational path, MBTA will coordinate with DCR to develop a detour
to connect North Point Park and Paul Revere Park. A signed detour would be posted for path
users during construction activities. MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come
to agreement on the regrading, reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent
plantings that may be impacted by the proposed project. Landscaping plans shall be developed
in coordination with DCR for the restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment
on at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would
be restored to a condition as good or better than prior to construction. Further, MBTA will
coordinate with DCR to review and comment on plans for raising the North Bank Bridge at 30%,
50%, 75%, 100% and Final for Construction benchmarks. In consideration of the impacts and
minimization and mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed



impacts to North Bank Bridge are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis
impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

Pier and Riverfront Walkway
Section 4(f) Property No. 10 on Figure 1-2 in Attachment [
Temporary Impacts: 5,000 Square Feet (0.11 Acres)

The Pier and Riverfront Walkway is a waterfront feature on the south bank of the Charles River
situated north of the Massachusetts General Hospital Building, east of Nashua Street Park, and
just west of the tracks at the north end of North Station. The Pier and Riverfront Walkway are
shown in detail on Figure 1-3. The proposed project would require closing the pier for
recreational use to allow the contractor to access the south trestle for construction activities. The
duration of the closure is anticipated to be five years, which is less than the duration of the
project, currently anticipated to be ecight years. Construction related activities on the Pier and
Riverfront Walkway include removing trees to facilitate access for construction vchicles and
materials. Multiple deliveries would occur each day at this location. The Riverfront Walkway
between the DCR Pier and the fence of the west side of North Station would be temporarily
closed during material deliveries. The area of the proposed impact is anticipated to be less than
5,000 square feet (0.11 Acres). To minimize the impact to the Pier and Riverfront Walkway,
MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come to agreement on the regrading,
reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings that may be impacted
by the proposed project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination with DCR for the
restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and
Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would be restored to a condition as good
or better than prior to construction. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and
mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to Pier and
Riverfront Walkway are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant
to 23 CFR 774.17.

Paul Revere Park

Section 4(f) Property No. 4 on Figure 1-2 in Attachment 1
Permanent Impacts: 155 Square Feet (< 0.0 Acres)
Temporary Impacts: 37,500 Square Feet (0.86 Acres)

Paul Revere Park at N. Washington Street in Boston is a 7.5-acre publicly-owned, public park
situated east of the Zakim Bridge on the north bank of the Charles River and north of Gridley
Locks. Features of the park include open greenspace for passive recreation, paved multi-use
paths, and a children’s playground. The proposed project would impact Paul Revere Park for
modifications to the east landing of the North Bank Bridge. The details of the proposed impact
are shown on Figure 1-4. Anticipated construction activities comprise approximately 37,500
Square Feet (0.86 Acres) to allow access for vehicles and equipment, jacking the North Bank



Bridge abutment, and regrading and planting. Impacts to trees and landscaping plantings would
occur within areas of construction activity. Construction activities would require temporary
closures of three walkways for up to two weeks at a time. The total duration of anticipated
closures is approximately 30 days. The closures are anticipated to take place within a six-month
period, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of the project, currently
anticipated to be eight years. To minimize the impact to users of the recreational path, MBTA
will coordinate with DCR to develop a detour to connect North Point Park and Paul Revere Park.
A signed detour would be posted for path users during construction activities. MBTA has
coordinated with DCR park designers to come to agreement on the regrading, reseeding, and
planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings that may be impacted by the proposed
project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination with DCR for the restoration of
disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and Final for
Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would be restored to a condition as good or better
than prior to construction. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and mitigation
measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to Paul Revere Park
are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

North Point Park

Section 4(f) Property No. 7 on Figure 1-2 in attachment [
Temporary Impacts: 37,500 Square Feet (0.84 Acres)
Permanent Impacts: 400 Square Feet (0.04 Acres)

North Point Park at 6 Museum Way in Cambridge is an 8-acre publicly-owned, public park
situated northwest of Draw One and south of the Leverett Circle Connector. Features of the park
include a playground, boat docks, greenspace, multi-use paths, and a waterfront promenade. The
proposed project would impact North Point Park through modifications to the west landing of the
North Bank Bridge. The modification would require erecting three shoring towers under the
North Bank Bridge. Each tower would have a footprint of approximately 100 Square Feet.
Construction activitics would be staged from the north side of the bridge where there are limited
opportunitics for recreational activities. Modifications to the North Bank Bridge east landing
would permanently impact approximately 140 feet of walkway at the existing abutment. The
total anticipated impacts to North Point Park are approximately 37,500 Square Feet (0.84 Acres).
The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figure 1-6. Construction activities would
require temporary closures of three walkways for up to two weeks at a time. The total duration of
anticipated closures is approximately 30 days. The closures are anticipated to place within a six-
month period, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of the project,
currently anticipated to be eight years. To minimize the impact to users of the recreational path,
MBTA will coordinate with DCR to develop a detour to connect North Point Park and Paul
Revere Park. A signed detour would be posted for path users during construction activities.
MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come to agreement on the regrading,
reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings that may be impacted
by the proposed project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination with DCR for the
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REGION 1 Volpe Center

Connecticut, Maine, 220 Binney Street
Massachusetts, Floor 9-940
New Hampshire, Cambridge, MA 02142-1026

Rhode Island, Vermont

November 29, 2024

Brian Arrigo, Commissioner

Massachusetts Department of Conservation & Recreation
10 Park Plaza

Suite 6620

Boston, MA 02116

RE: MBTA North Station Draw One Bridge Replacement Project,
Boston and Cambridge, MA
Section 4(f) Coordination with Official with Jurisdiction
Determinations for DCR Review and Concurrence

Dear Brian Arrigo:

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is providing financial assistance to the Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) for the Draw One Bridge Replacement Project in Boston
and Cambridge, Massachusetts. The scope of the undertaking involves demolishing the two
existing bascule lift spans and replacing them with three vertical lift bridges. Owing to the
strategic importance of the Charles River crossing, MBTA will maintain rail service to North
Station through the duration of the project. Construction is anticipated to begin in April 2026
and be completed by November 2034.

As shown in Attachment 1, Figure 1-1, the proposed project would result in impacts to a variety
of publicly-owned, public-parks and recreational properties managed by the Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR). Due to the use of FTA funds for this transportation project,
the properties discussed in this letter are subject to protection under Section 4(f) of the U.S.
Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) Act of 1966. Projects that require a federal action and
that use Section 4(f) property require approval by the lead federal agency, unless the work meets
one of the exceptions identified at 23 CFR 774.13.

This letter describes the potential impacts to or use of six publicly-owned, public parks and
recreational properties managed by DCR: Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (Proposed South
Bank Park), DCR Unnamed Vacant Parcel (part of Proposed South Bank Park), North Bank
Bridge, Pier and Riverfront Walkway, Paul Revere Park, and North Point Park. The Section 4(f)
properties, the project’s proposed impacts or use, and measures to minimize harm are described
below. Figures showing the location of the Section 4(f) properties within the project area and the



impacts to these 4(f) properties associated with the proposed Draw One Bridge Replacement
Project are enclosed as Attachment 1.

The purpose of this letter is to inform DCR of FTA’s intention to make a determination of
Section 4(f) de miminis impacts to the Section 4(f0 properties under the agency’s jurisdiction.
Pursuant to the coordination requirements at 23 CFR 774.5(b)(2)(i), FTA will publish this
information in the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared to satisfy the requirements of
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for the proposed project. FTA will utilize the
30-day public comment period for the EA to allow an opportunity for public review and
comment on the FTA’s intention to make a determination of Section 4(f) de minimis impacts.
Following the conclusion of the public comment period, FTA will review and consider any
relevant comments and provide them to DCR for review and consideration. After consideration
of any comments from the public, FTA will then make a de minimis impact determination if
DCR concurs that the proposed project, after measures to minimize harm are employed, would
not adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes that make the property eligible for
Section 4(f) protection.

Project Impacts to Section 4(f) Properties

No Section 4(f) Use

FTA has identified three Section 4(f) properties within the project area that would not experience
a use from the proposed project, as defined in 23 CFR 774.17: Galvin Memorial Park, Lynch
Family Skatepark, and Nashua Street Park. FTA has made this determination based on the

following:
. The proposed project would not permanently incorporate land into a transportation
facility;
. The proposed project would result in a temporary occupancy of land that is adverse in

the terms of the statute’s preservation purpose as determined by the criteria in 23 CFR
774.13(d); and

. The proposed project would not result in a constructive use of the above referenced
Section 4(f) properties as determined by 23 CFR 774.15.

FTA has determined no further coordination pursuant to 23 CFR 774 is required for Galvin
Memorial Park, Lynch Family Skatepark, and Nashua Street Park.

Project Impacts to Section 4(f) Properties

FTA has identified six Section 4(f) properties within the project area, discussed further below,
that including measures to minimize harm, would experience de minimis impacts from the
project, for which FTA intends to make a de minimis impact finding pursuant to 23 CFR
774.3(b), 23 CFR 774.5(b)(2)(i1), and 23 CFR 774.17. A de minimis impact is one that will not
adversely affect the features, attributes, or activities qualifying the property for protection under
Section 4(f).




Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (Proposed South Bank Park)
Section 4(f) Property No. 5 on Figure 1-2 in Attachment 1.
Temporary Impacts: 7,000 Square Feet (0.16 Acres)

The Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (Proposed South Bank Park) is a 670-foot walking path
along the Charles River through the Gridley lock system. The recreational trail and parcel are
situated in Boston on the south bank of the Charles River, both east of the Leonard P. Zakim
Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge (Zakim Bridge), and northeast of Beverly Street. The proposed
project would require the construction of a temporary construction road in the parking area on
the property. The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figure 1-5. The impact would
affect the use of approximately 16 of the 77 parking spaces on the property. The temporary
construction access would be in place for approximately three years, which is significantly less
than the duration of the construction of the project, currently anticipated to be eight years.
Construction access is needed to support the movement of equipment and materials to and from
the project construction site. The area of the proposed impact is approximately 7,000 Square Feet
(0.16 Acres). The location of the proposed impact is detailed in Figure 1-5. To minimize the
impact, MBTA proposes to repair paved surfaces within the impacted area to a condition as good
or better than the existing condition. The impacts from the proposed project would not preclude
any future development of the property. No recreational qualities of the footpath would
experience an impact from the proposed project. The proposed project would not preclude any
future improvements planned by DCR for the proposed South Bank Park. In consideration of the
impacts and minimization and mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the
proposed impacts to Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (proposed South Bank Park) are
consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

DCR Vacant Parcel

(Proposed South Bank Park)

Section 4(f) Property No. 6 on Figure 1-2 in Attachment 1
Permanent Impacts: Less than 1000 Square Feet (0.02 Acres)
Temporary Impacts: 16,000 Square Feet (0.36 Acres)

This Vacant Parcel is part of the Proposed South Bank Park and is situated on the south bank of
the Charles River, beneath the Zakim Bridge, adjacent to its eastern abutment. DCR proposes to
develop this 1.67-acre parcel with landscape plantings to reduce impervious surfaces, providing
public recreational amenities and improving accommodations for bicycles and pedestrians. The
proposed project would impact the Proposed South Bank Park by providing construction access
for vehicles and materials. Project impacts include the installation of a new manhole for access
to newly installed and extant subterranean infrastructure. The duration of the proposed impact is
anticipated to last three years, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of
the project, currently anticipated to be eight years. The extant recreational walkway along the
Charles River is to remain open during the project, except during material deliveries when



conditions are not safe for the general public. The area of the proposed temporary and permanent
impact is approximately 16,000 Square Feet (0.36 Acres). The location of the proposed impact is
detailed in Figure 1-5. To minimize the impact, MBTA proposes to repair paved surfaces within
the impacted area to a condition as good or better than the existing condition. The impacts from
the proposed project would not preclude any future development of the property. No
recreational qualities of the footpath would experience an impact from the proposed project. The
proposed project would not preclude any future improvements planned by DCR for the proposed
South Bank Park. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and mitigation measures
described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to the Vacant Parcel (proposed
South Bank Park) are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to
23 CFR 774.17.

North Bank Bridge
Section 4(f) Property No. 8 on Figure 1-2 in Attachment 1
Impacts: Temporary Closure

The North Bank Bridge is a 690-foot multi-use bridge that carries users under the Zakim Bridge
and over the MBTA commuter rail tracks which lead to and from North Station. The North
Bank Bridge is situated in Cambridge on the north bank of the Charles River. Three piers
supporting the North Bank Bridge — numbered three, four, and five — are on MBTA property.
Pier Three conflicts with railroad track realignment and construction within MBTA right-of-way.
To allow for construction of the proposed project, the North Bank Bridge would be required to
be raised one foot. This would entail relocating two bridge supports — Piers Three and Four —
and constructing one additional bridge support — Pier 4A, modifying the bridge truss structure,
and modifying and the lengthening the landings of the bridge within North Point Park and Paul
Revere Park. The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figures 1-4 and 1-6.  These
construction activities would result in multiple closures of the North Bank Bridge for up to two
weeks at a time. The total duration of anticipated closures is approximately 30 days. The
closures are anticipated to place within a six-month period, which is significantly less than the
duration of the construction of the project, currently anticipated to be eight years. To minimize
the impact to users of the recreational path, MBTA will coordinate with DCR to develop a detour
to connect North Point Park and Paul Revere Park. A signed detour would be posted for path
users during construction activities. MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come
to agreement on the regrading, reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent
plantings that may be impacted by the proposed project. Landscaping plans shall be developed
in coordination with DCR for the restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment
on at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would
be restored to a condition as good or better than prior to construction. Further, MBTA will
coordinate with DCR to review and comment on plans for raising the North Bank Bridge at 30%,
50%, 75%, 100% and Final for Construction benchmarks. In consideration of the impacts and
minimization and mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed



impacts to North Bank Bridge are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis
impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

Pier and Riverfront Walkway
Section 4(f) Property No. 10 on Figure 1-2 in Attachment 1
Temporary Impacts: 5,000 Square Feet (0.11 Acres)

The Pier and Riverfront Walkway is a waterfront feature on the south bank of the Charles River
situated north of the Massachusetts General Hospital Building, east of Nashua Street Park, and
just west of the tracks at the north end of North Station. The Pier and Riverfront Walkway are
shown in detail on Figure 1-3. The proposed project would require closing the pier for
recreational use to allow the contractor to access the south trestle for construction activities. The
duration of the closure is anticipated to be five years, which is less than the duration of the
project, currently anticipated to be eight years. Construction related activities on the Pier and
Riverfront Walkway include removing trees to facilitate access for construction vehicles and
materials. Multiple deliveries would occur each day at this location. The Riverfront Walkway
between the DCR Pier and the fence of the west side of North Station would be temporarily
closed during material deliveries. The area of the proposed impact is anticipated to be less than
5,000 square feet (0.11 Acres). To minimize the impact to the Pier and Riverfront Walkway,
MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come to agreement on the regrading,
reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings that may be impacted
by the proposed project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination with DCR for the
restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and
Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would be restored to a condition as good
or better than prior to construction. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and
mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to Pier and
Riverfront Walkway are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant
to 23 CFR 774.17.

Paul Revere Park

Section 4(f) Property No. 4 on Figure 1-2 in Attachment 1
Permanent Impacts: 155 Square Feet (< 0.01 Acres)
Temporary Impacts: 37,500 Square Feet (0.86 Acres)

Paul Revere Park at N. Washington Street in Boston is a 7.5-acre publicly-owned, public park
situated east of the Zakim Bridge on the north bank of the Charles River and north of Gridley
Locks. Features of the park include open greenspace for passive recreation, paved multi-use
paths, and a children’s playground. The proposed project would impact Paul Revere Park for
modifications to the east landing of the North Bank Bridge. The details of the proposed impact
are shown on Figure 1-4. Anticipated construction activities comprise approximately 37,500
Square Feet (0.86 Acres) to allow access for vehicles and equipment, jacking the North Bank



Bridge abutment, and regrading and planting. Impacts to trees and landscaping plantings would
occur within areas of construction activity. Construction activities would require temporary
closures of three walkways for up to two weeks at a time. The total duration of anticipated
closures is approximately 30 days. The closures are anticipated to take place within a six-month
period, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of the project, currently
anticipated to be eight years. To minimize the impact to users of the recreational path, MBTA
will coordinate with DCR to develop a detour to connect North Point Park and Paul Revere Park.
A signed detour would be posted for path users during construction activities. MBTA has
coordinated with DCR park designers to come to agreement on the regrading, reseeding, and
planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings that may be impacted by the proposed
project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination with DCR for the restoration of
disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and Final for
Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would be restored to a condition as good or better
than prior to construction. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and mitigation
measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to Paul Revere Park
are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to 23 CFR 774.17.

North Point Park

Section 4(f) Property No. 7 on Figure 1-2 in attachment 1
Temporary Impacts: 37,500 Square Feet (0.84 Acres)
Permanent Impacts: 400 Square Feet (0.04 Acres)

North Point Park at 6 Museum Way in Cambridge is an 8-acre publicly-owned, public park
situated northwest of Draw One and south of the Leverett Circle Connector. Features of the park
include a playground, boat docks, greenspace, multi-use paths, and a waterfront promenade. The
proposed project would impact North Point Park through modifications to the west landing of the
North Bank Bridge. The modification would require erecting three shoring towers under the
North Bank Bridge. Each tower would have a footprint of approximately 100 Square Feet.
Construction activities would be staged from the north side of the bridge where there are limited
opportunities for recreational activities. Modifications to the North Bank Bridge east landing
would permanently impact approximately 140 feet of walkway at the existing abutment. The
total anticipated impacts to North Point Park are approximately 37,500 Square Feet (0.84 Acres).
The details of the proposed impact are shown on Figure 1-6. Construction activities would
require temporary closures of three walkways for up to two weeks at a time. The total duration of
anticipated closures is approximately 30 days. The closures are anticipated to place within a six-
month period, which is significantly less than the duration of the construction of the project,
currently anticipated to be eight years. To minimize the impact to users of the recreational path,
MBTA will coordinate with DCR to develop a detour to connect North Point Park and Paul
Revere Park. A signed detour would be posted for path users during construction activities.
MBTA has coordinated with DCR park designers to come to agreement on the regrading,
reseeding, and planting of all trees, shrubs, and other permanent plantings that may be impacted
by the proposed project. Landscaping plans shall be developed in coordination with DCR for the



restoration of disturbed areas for DCR to review and comment on at 30%, 50%, 75%, 100% and
Final for Construction benchmarks. All paved surfaces would be restored to a condition as good
or better than prior to construction. In consideration of the impacts and minimization and
mitigation measures described above, the FTA has determined the proposed impacts to North
Point Park are consistent with the definition of Section 4(f) de minimis impact pursuant to 23
CFR 774.17.

Request for Concurrence

FTA requests your concurrence, as the official with jurisdiction, with its determination that the
impacts to Gridley Locks Footpath and Parcel (Proposed South Bank Park), DCR Unnamed
Vacant Parcel (part of Proposed South Bank Park), North Bank Bridge, Pier and Riverfront
Walkway, Paul Revere Park, and North Point Park are consistent with the definition of Section
4(f) de minimis impact at 23 CFR 774.17. Pursuant to the coordination requirements at 23 CFR
774.5(b)(2)(1), FTA will publish this information in the Environmental Assessment (EA) being
prepared to satisfy the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for the
proposed project. Following the conclusion of the public comment period, FTA will review and
consider any relevant comments and provide them to DCR for review and consideration. After
consideration of any comments from the public, FTA would then make a de minimis impact
determination, if DCR concurs that the proposed project, after measures to minimize harm are
employed, would not adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes that make the property
eligible for Section 4(f) protection.

By signing your concurrence below, you indicate DCR agrees the proposed project, after
consideration of any comments from the public and after measures to minimize harm are
employed, would not adversely affect the activities, features or attributes that make the property
eligible for Section 4(f) protection and that the agency concurs with FTA’s Section 4(f) de
minimis impact determination.

Thank you for your time and cooperation on this matter. Should you have any questions or
concerns or require additional information about the project, please contact Jonathan Schmidt,
Environmental ~ Protection  Specialist, at  617-494-4742  or via email at
Jonathan.Schmidt@dot.gov.

Thank you for your review and coordination on this project.

Sincerely,

PETER SHANNON oriamnines, or PETER

BUTLER Date: 2024.11.20 08:12:19
-05'00"

Peter S. Butler

Regional Administrator

FTA Region 1



Attachments:
Attachment 1. Maps and Figures of Proposed Impacts to Section 4(f) Properties

cc: Karl Eckstrom, Senior Director, Bridge & Structures Program, MBTA
Kim Hanton, Chief of Staff, DCR
Meredith Sandberg, Chief of Quality, Compliance & Oversight, MBTA
Tess Paganelli, Director of Environmental Review and Permitting, MBTA

Concurrence:

Brian Arrigo, Commissioner Date
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
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Attachment 3
Charles River Water Sheet — Correspondence

Contents:

1. December 2, 2024 — Massachusetts Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR) to Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

2. August 13, 2024 — DCR to Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA)
and FTA



From: Arrigo, Brian (DCR) <Brian.Arrigo@mass.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:27 PM

To: Butler, Peter (FTA) <Peter.Butler@dot.gov>

Cc: Schmidt, Jonathan (FTA) <Jonathan.Schmidt@dot.gov>
Subject: DCR: Draw 1 4F Response

This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links

or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Pete:

The Department of Conservation and Recreation ("DCR") has reviewed the Section 4(f) determination
letter and concurs with the scope of FTA's analysis for the MBTA's Draw 1 Bridge replacement project
(the "Project"). While DCR previously raised a question regarding the application of Section 4(f) to the
Charles River water sheet, upon review of the FHWA's Section 4(f) Policy Paper, we have concluded that
the area of the Charles River that will be impacted by the Project is not primarily used for park or
recreation purposes. This area of the river is dominated by transportation infrastructure, including the
existing Draw 1 Bridge, the Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge, the Leverett Circle Connector
Bridge, the North Washington Street Bridge, the Bill Russell Bridge, and the Gridley Locks -- all of which
are located in close proximity to one another (within a distance of about 1,000 feet of water

sheet). Consequently, this area of the river serves primarily as a travel corridor for a mix of commercial
and other vessels moving between Boston Harbor and the Esplanade Basin. The vast majority of
recreational use of the Charles River takes place in and upstream of the Esplanade Basin, which features
numerous recreational facilities for rowers, sailors, canoeists, kayakers, paddleboarders, and more.

DCR thanks you for the productive coordination regarding impacts of the Project on our Section 4(f)
properties. If you have any questions or require further information from us, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely,

Brian Arrigo

Commissioner

Department of Conservation and Recreation



From: Kish, Patrice (DCR) <patrice.kish@mass.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 10:55 AM

To: Eckstrom, Karl <KEckstrom@MBTA.com>; Paganelli, Tess <tpaganelli@MBTA.com>
Cc: Schmidt, Jonathan (Volpe) <Jonathan.Schmidt@dot.gov>; Gode, William (DCR)
<william.gode @mass.gov>

Subject: RE: MBTA Draw 1 4(f) Coordination

As follow up to the request for documentation of DCR’s authority over the Charles River Basin and its
water sheet, | am providing the references below and attached supporting documents.

1903 — Acts of 1903, Ch. 465 creates the Charles River Basin Commission which is charged with

constructing a dam in the vicinity of the Craigie bridge. Section 7 of Ch. 465 states:
“The metropolitan park commission, when the work provided for in the preceding
sections is finished, shall, subject to the powers vested by law in the state board of
health, have exclusive control of the dam and lock and of the basin and river between
the dam and the city of Waltham, as a part of the metropolitan parks system, and of all
poles,...;, may make reasonable rules and regulations, not impairing freight traffic, for the
care, maintenance, protection and policing of the basin;...

Therefore the metropolitan park commission had exclusive control of the basin and the river

between the dam and the city of Waltham, and was empowered to make rules and regulations

about its operation.

1909 — Acts of 1909, Ch. 524 transfers all the powers, rights, and duties of the Charles River
Basin Commission to the Metropolitan Park Commission no later than 01jul1910 as stated in
Section 1:
“..on and after the first day of July in the year nineteen hundred and ten, all the powers,
rights, duties and liabilities of said Charles river basin commission shall be transferred to
and imposed upon the metropolitan park commission,...”
Section 2 defines the “basin” to include:
“..the Charles river and the waters thereof, including the public navigable armes,
tributaries and inlets thereof, whether covered by ice or not, lying between said dam
constructed under authority of said chapter four hundred and sixty-five and the lower
dam across said river at Watertown [Watertown Dam],...”
Section 5 allows the Metropolitan Park Commission to make rules and regulations for the
operation of the “basin”:
“Section 5. The metropolitan park commission may make reasonable rules and
regulations, not unreasonably impairing freight traffic, for the care, maintenance,
protection and policing of said basin as herein defined,...”

1919 — Acts of 1919, Ch. 350, §123 abolishes the Metropolitan Park Commission and assigns its
authority to the Metropolitan District Commission:
“The metropolitan park commission, existing under authority of chapter four hundr
ed and seven of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-three,...
are hereby abolished. All the rights,
powers, duties and obligations of said boards are hereby



transferred to and shall hereafter be exercised and performed
by the metropolitan district commission established by this act,...”.

1962 — Acts of 1962, Ch. 550 authorizes construction of what will become the New Charles River
Dam and importantly for the matter at hand extends the Basin from the Old Charles River Dam
to the New Charles River Dam:
“SECTION 2. The word "basin", as defined in section two of chapter five hundred and
twenty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine, shall include the waters and lands
lying between the present Charles River dam and the dam to be constructed under this
act.”
The Basin’s boundaries expanded, the authority of the MDC to regulate the water sheet
between the Old Charles River Dam and the New Charles River Dam would be the same as the
authority to regulate the water sheet between the Old Charles River Dam and the Watertown
Dam.

2003 — Acts of 2003, Ch. 41, §1(2) transfers the MDC to DCR:
“(2) the functions of the metropolitan district commission, as the transferor agency, to
the division of urban parks and recreation in the department of conservation and
recreation, as the transferee agency;”

It’s also worth noting that DCR regulates the Charles River Basin, including activities on the watersheet,

in 302 CMR 12.07(23). “Charles River Basin” is defined in our regulations as follows:
Charles River Basin. The Charles River Basin as defined by St. 1909, c. 524, as amended by St.
1962, c. 550, and includes the Charles River and its tributaries lying between the Watertown
Dam and the Charles River Dam which is located between the Leonard P. Zakim Bun ker Hill
Memorial and North Washington Street Bridges; and the Mystic River Basin as defined by the
Upper Mystic Lake Dam at the upstream end and the Amelia Earhart Dam at the downstream
end and includes the Mystic River, the Amelia Earhart Dam and its tributaries.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
































































































































































































332 . Acrts,. 1962. — CHaP. 550.

ford on land to be acquired by said commission and may expend for
purpose a sum not to exceed five hundred thousand dollars.
Section 2. For the purpose set forth in section on sum of five
" hundred thousand dollars is hereby transferred unds made avail-
able by item 9027-01 of section two of ¢ T five hundred and seven-
teen of the acts of nineteen hundr sixty-one, provided, however,
that the city of Medford s ake available to the metropolitan dis-
trict commission an received by it from the commonwealth for
the taking by ent domain of Gillis Stadium in said city.
Approved June 11, 1962.

— el

Chap. 550. A~ ACT AUTHORIZING THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COM-
MISSION TO CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN AND OPERATE A DAM
ACROSS THE CHARLES RIVER.

Be 1t enacted, ele., as follows:

Secrion 1. The metropolitan district commission, hereinafter called
the commission, is hereby authorized and directed to construct, main-
tain and operate a dam with locks, a drawbridge if needed, works and
appurtenances across the estuary of the Charles river at or in the vicinity
of the abandoned Warren Avenue bridge in the city of Boston.

Secrion 2. The word “basin”, as defined in section two of chapter
five hundred and twenty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine,
shall include the waters and lands lying between the present Charles
River dam and the dam to be constructed under this act.

Secrion 3. The commission, for the purposes of this act, may, on
behalf of the commonwealth, take by eminent domain under chapter
seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise,
any lands, waters, water rights, rights of way, easements or other prop-
erty or interest in property, and shall have all the rights, powers and
‘duties and be subject to the limitations of sections thirty-two, thirty-
three and thirty-five of chapter ninety-two of the General Laws, and
all other applicable provisions of said chapter ninety-two; provrded
however, that the city of Boston shall grant to said commission the
right to enter upon any public land or way and to construct, maintain
and operate such facilities as may be necessary, without recourse to
damages therefor; and provided, further, that the commission may
accept grants of properties, rights or monies and enter into agreements,
in form approved by the attorney general, with any department, com-
mission or agency of the commonwealth or any railroad or other public
franchise holder or agency as provided by said chapter ninety-two.

SecrioN 4. The commission may, on behalf of the commonwealth,
make application for and use such federal funds or assistance or both
as it may obtain for the planmng or constructlon of the said dam or any
part of the total project. i

SeEctioN 5. To meet the expendlture necessary in carrying out the
provisions of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon request of the gov-
ernor and council, issue and sell at public or. prlvate sale bonds of the
commonwealth, regrstered or with interest coupons attached, as he may
deem best, to an amount to;be specrﬁed by the governor and council
from time to time, but not exceedlng in the aggregate, the sum of five"
million dollars, Funds provided in this act are to be in addition to the




Acts, 1962. — Crap. 551. - 333

amount appropriated in chapter six hundred and forty-six of the acts of
nineteen hundred and fifty-seven. All bonds issued by the common-
wealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on their face, Charles River
Basin Improvement Loan, Act of 1962, and shall be on the serial pay-
ment plan for such maximum term of years, not exceeding thirty years,
as the governor may recommend to the general court pursuant to sec-
tion 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged that the
amounts payable in the several years of the period of amortization other
than the final year, shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state
treasurer it is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest
semi-annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval of
~ the governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall be
payable not later than one year from the date of issue thereof and the
entire issue not later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-
five. All interest payments and payments on account of principal on
such obligations shall be paid from the metropolitan district park funds,
to be assessed by methods fixed by law.
SECTION 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved June 11, 1962.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

SwectioN 1. Chapter 183 of the General Laws is hereby ;
adding at the end the following section: —

Section 5§6. Any mortgage note secured by a first Jién on a dwelling
house of three or less separate households occupiedSr to be occupied in
whole or in part by the mortgagor shall be subjeef to the condition that,
if, upon the bona fide sale of such dwelling hduse by the mortgagor the
note be paid before the date fixed for payrpefit, (a) any additional amount
required to be paid in such event shallfe an amount which shall not be
in excess of the greater of three mefiths’ interest or the balance of the
first year’s interest, and (b) no sdch additional amount shall be charged
when such anticipatory paypa€nt upon such sale shall be made after the
expiration of thirty-six pdnths from the date of the note. The provi-
sions of this section iting the amount of such additional payments
shall not apply in j#fe event of refinancing of such loans or to mortgage
-loans insured by”the Federal Housing Administrator or guaranteed by
the Adminigirtor of Veterans’ Affairs. No provision hereof shall pre-

SifcTioN 2. The provisions of this act shall not apply to any mortgage
wOte executed prior to the effective date of this act.
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