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South Coast Rail Shows Visible Progress

There's excitement along the South Coast Rail The New Bedford Pedestrian Bridge Contract began
right-of-way (ROW) as communities see stations rising construction in spring 2023. The bridge will bring
and completed, parking lots striped, tracks laid and pedestrians across Route 18 and Acushnet Avenue,
grade crossings that are signalized and gated. The 36 connecting to the station parking lot and platform
miles of track, bridges and stations are being built in access on the east side and to New Bedford’s historic
two contracts. Here are the key progress figures as of Downtown on the west side. The bridge creates an
late summer 2023: accessible path to and from the station, featuring

ramps and stairs on the west side, and elevators and

+ The Fall River Secondary contract (FRS) is stairs on the east side.

substantially complete, which is a significant

milestone. It includes the Fall River Depot and As the contractors begin to complete work on stations
Freetown Stations and Weaver’s Cove Layover. and the Wamsutta Layover, these facilities will appear
While these stations look like they are expecting a to be ready for service. Yet key activities will continue
train to pull in, they also await signal connections even if they are not visible. These include completing
and tie-ins to ready them for operations. The installation of the signal and communications
stations are not yet open to the public. systems and testing and commissioning all of the new

equipment by contractor crews, the MBTA and Keolis.
Training for SCR train crews will also be underway.
There will also be a Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA) requirement for a Simulated Service
Demonstration, like a full dress rehearsal for service.

« The Middleborough Secondary/New Bedford
Line/Signals contract (MS/NBML) is now 85%
complete. Middleborough, Church Street and
New Bedford stations will be complete by year’s
end. East Taunton will follow in January. Work
continues on the Wamsutta Layover Facility near

the end of the line.
East Taunton Station takes shape
« Signal and communications work for the e
entire corridor is being performed under the
ongoing MS/NBML contract. Signal instrument
houses are appearing along the ROW. Essential
equipment in these facilities manages signals,

operations and track switches.

The Off-site Traffic Mitigation contract is forecast

to complete construction by the end of 2023. This
contract includes improvements outside of the railway
to roadways, intersections, traffic signals, sidewalks, B il 17
pedestrian crossings and signage in Middleborough, _ 4..;.5 _' i
Lakeville, Taunton, New Bedford, and Fall River. This a1 T

work will help to connect South Coast Rail to the /;’”/ lﬂ”g : ”, !
communities and improve pedestrian and vehicular f I "'“j-' !i.\ il
access around station areas. H'i'j,'!'l‘ !
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https://cdn.mbta.com/sites/default/files/2023-08/2023-8-14-safety-first-fact-sheet.pdf
mailto:https://cdn.mbta.com/sites/default/files/media/route_pdfs/batch_6157/CR-Middleborough-S3-P3.pdf?subject=
mailto:SouthCoastRail%40dot.state.ma.us?subject=

What’s coming to keep you safe?

50

g

- * Watch for more information on train [ e
STAY SAFE. f safety coming soon in schools, TRAINS &
' libraries, city and town halls and more TRACKS

* Share Track Safety Basics with your
family

* Let us know if you have suggestions,
questions or would like our team to
present to your school or group

Please remember to think
Safety First!

SCR PROJECT SCHEDULE UPDATE

On September 28, the SCR team updated the MBTA’s Board of Directors on the schedule for completion of con-
struction and start of service. Sam Zhou, Chief Engineer, and Ryan Coholan, Chief Operating Officer, presented key
information on construction accomplishments, safety elements and next steps.

Progress: Final track, civil and station work are expected to be substantially complete by the end of
2023. East Taunton station will be complete in January 2023; it is the largest and most complex
station.

Next steps: prepare a safe system for riders and crew. This includes significant testing of

the system to ensure it’s ready. Automatic Train Control (ATC) testing (2,000 tests) and Positive
Train Control (PTC) software and locomotive testing will take place along all three lines.
Fire/Life/Safety Training and Safety Certification of the System — certifying more than 200
elements — will follow. Operational Qualification Field testing of crews and equipment follows and
Federal Railroad Administration requires simulated service along the lines and at each station.
This work will be taking place during spring 2024.

The MBTA is committed to beginning service as soon as possible without sacrificing safety. Residents should

be prepared for, and be safe around, test trains. Full-scale drills and dress rehearsal train operations are starting
soon and throughout the year to prepare for trains traveling up to full speed (79 mph). Local messaging to be safe
around grade crossings — do not go near the rails — is of critical importance. Join our Safety First program and
share the message.
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mailto:SouthCoastRail%40dot.state.ma.us?subject=Safety%20First
http://safety videoshttps://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpgUaADAtNfuJKpPGysCprwkepiOC-DBZ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIKBIb2hC64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIKBIb2hC64
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dighton_and_Somerset_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Colony_Railroad
http://oldcolonyhistorymuseum.org
http://oldcolonyhistorymuseum.org

What to Know about Construction:
. Typical hours of construction are Monday-Friday, 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM or
until dark; crews may arrive at construction sites prior to this time

The exception is for track outages: these are 24-hour day work periods
usually over 4-5 days; communities will be notified in advance of these
events

Construction pest and rodent management are required and ongoing
Dust control and management are required and monitored
Safety is embedded in all of the work on South Coast Rail

Construction Questions

To report a construction-related issue on the South Coast Rail project, call the

hotline at 617-222-4099. It will be answered Monday-Friday, between 7:00 AM and

3:30 PM (except holidays). All voicemails left outside of these hours will be received on the following
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM weekday shift. We will respond to all complaints. A separate line is established for
off-site improvements in SCR communities, such as for road improvements, crosswalks and sidewalk
construction: 423-375-4086.

There is also a phone number for inquiries directly to the Noise Program: scrnoise@mbta.com;
617-449-7387

The SCR team is available to talk with or meet with residents, businesses and elected officials during
construction to discuss issues and update stakeholders. Write us at SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us.

Contact Us
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