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South Coast Rail Completes a Major Milestone

Early in 2023, South Coast Rail (SCR) reached an
important milestone: substantial completion of
the Fall River Secondary (FRS). SCR’s first major
construction contract saw completion of new
commuter rail stations in Fall River and Freetown,
the Weaver’s Cove Layover in Fall River and 12.1
miles of new welded rail along the FRS. This work
was completed on time and on budget. Currently,
work continues on the larger contract for the
Middleborough Secondary/New Bedford Main Line
(MS/NBML) and the signal and communication
system to bring both lines to full Phase 1 service.

There is plenty more to come as we look ahead. A mild
winter helped advance construction and the MBTA and
its team are moving full steam ahead. When complete,
South Coast Rail will provide a one-seat trip from
southeastern Massachusetts to Boston for the first
time since the late 1950s in about 9o minutes from
Fall River and New Bedford.

Project Progress

Construction on the Fall River Secondary Line was
performed by Skanska DW White )V under a $159
million contract awarded in May 2020. The contract
includes upgrades to over 12 miles of track that were
previously used for freight, nine bridges, 11 culverts,
and 10 grade crossings. In celebration of completing
the contract, the MBTA held a ribbon-cutting at
Freetown Station in December 2022 (see the article on
page 5). As 2023 began, the contractor was completing
punchlist items such as parking lot striping and
fencing along the right-of-way.

While the stations look ready for service, there will
be finishing activity at the station and layover sites
in the coming weeks. In addition, service depends
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on installation of signal boxes along the right-of-way
along with other signal work. Those elements of the
project are incorporated in the MS/NBML contract,
the second and larger of the two major construction
packages.

On the New Bedford Main Line, over 24 miles of
track and right-of-way areas are being reconstructed
along with six rail bridges, 18 grade crossings, and 14
interlockings. Four stations and a layover facility are
also progressing well as part of the second contract
award. The platform is installed at Middleborough
station and parking lot paving will begin later this
spring. East Taunton station is nearing completion and
will include a center-island platform with an elevator
and ramp system for accessibility. Two New Bedford
stations are under construction: at Church Street,
there is significant progress on the underground
utilities and installing the platform panels; at New
Bedford station, the platform is installed. Other work
includes installing drainage, conduits and light poles.

Utilities and foundations for a new crew building and
power structures at the Wamsutta Layover Facility are
being installed along with utilities and drainage for the
yard track area. Wamsutta will also serve as the layover
site for the MassCoastal freight railroad.

Signal and communications work for the entire South
Coast Rail Phase 1 corridor is being performed under
this contract. Signal instrument houses are being
installed along the right-of-way. These sheds of various
sizes contain the equipment that manages signals,
operations, and track switches. Crews are pulling
cable, fiber wires and completing the tie-ins that will
operate the entire Phase 1 system.
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https://www.mbta.com/news/2020-05-11/fmcb-approves-159-million-contract-south-coast-rail-main-line-construction
https://www.mbta.com/news/2020-05-11/fmcb-approves-159-million-contract-south-coast-rail-main-line-construction

Fall River Secondary Facts and Figures
Building a railroad includes more than preparing the right-of-way and laying tracks. The Fall River
Secondary contractor, Skanska DW White ]V, has completed these major elements of a new Fall River
Line:

Project Element Status

Stations: Fall River Depot & Freetown Completed and awaiting final signal and
communications

Culverts Complete
9 Bridges Complete
10 Grade Crossings Complete (although not yet activated)

Walls: Sheeting, Soldier Piles and precast modular | Complete or installed
block wall

New Track 12.10 miles installed
Sidings Complete
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mailto:SouthCoastRail%40dot.state.ma.us?subject=Safety%20First
mailto:SouthCoastRail%40dot.state.ma.us?subject=Safety%20First
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpgUaADAtNfuJKpPGysCprwkepiOC-DBZ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpgUaADAtNfuJKpPGysCprwkepiOC-DBZ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIKBIb2hC64
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What to Know about Construction:

. Typical hours of construction are Monday-Friday, 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM or
until dark; crews may arrive at construction sites prior to this time

The exception is for track outages: these are 24-hour day work periods
usually over 4-5 days; communities will be notified in advance of these
events

Construction pest and rodent management are required and ongoing
Dust control and management are required and monitored
Safety is embedded in all of the work on South Coast Rail

Construction Questions

To report a construction-related issue on the South Coast Rail project, call the

hotline at 617-222-4099. It will be answered Monday-Friday, between 7:00 AM and

3:30 PM (except holidays). All voicemails left outside of these hours will be received on the following
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM weekday shift. We will respond to all complaints. A separate line is established for
off-site improvements in SCR communities, such as for road improvements, crosswalks and sidewalk
construction: 423-375-4086.

There is also a phone number for inquiries directly to the Noise Program: scrnoise@mbta.com;
617-449-7387

The SCR team is available to talk with or meet with residents, businesses and elected officials during
construction to discuss issues and update stakeholders. Write us at SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us.

Contact Us
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