.

Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority

SOUTH COAST RAIL

el WA A www.mass.gov/southcoastrail

South Coast Rail Passes Midpoint of Construction

This Summer, South Coast Rail Phase 1 passed the
midpoint of construction of the MBTA's restored
commuter rail system. Exciting signs of progress
are visible all along the right-of-way at Taunton,

Fall River and New Bedford. Stations and track
work are approaching completion on the Fall River
Secondary Line, as that contract was awarded first.
The Middleborough Secondary/New Bedford Main
Line contains more track miles, includes the signal
system and was started a bit later. Yet the construction
contractor has laid 56,000 linear feet of track,
completed 12 of 18 grade crossings, and stations in
Middleborough and New Bedford are recognizable.

Fall River Secondary: Hitting a Milestone

In May 2020, the MBTA awarded a nearly $159 million
contract to Skanska DW White JV (Joint Venture) for
the Fall River Secondary (FRS), the first major SCR
construction package. The contract includes building
new commuter rail stations in Freetown and Fall River,
with accessible high-level side platforms. In addition,
the contractor is completing work at Weaver’s Cove
Layover in Fall River. The layover is where trains

are stored, cleaned and fueled when they are not in
service. The first train each day will leave the layover
early in the morning and the last train of the day will
be tucked in there for the night.

Major construction on the FRS station structures in
Fall River and Freetown will be completed this Fall
along with paving and striping parking lots, installing
parking lot lights, testing signals and fiber optics, and
grading and seeding landscaped areas. Contractors
will be destressing 10.7 miles of track and completing
sidings and other special track work.

SOUTH COAST RAIL

At Weaver’s Cove, the crew and mechanical buildings
have taken shape. Final work includes grading and
landscaping and paving the employee parking lot.

Over this time period, the contractor will be working
on a punchlist, completing items such as fencing, site
cleanup and site utilities. This work will be completed
in December or into early 2023. While the stations
will look ready for service, they await installation of
signal boxes along the ROW. The signal contractor
will pull the signal cables from north to south. This
work will continue for several months until the entire
line is tied together. Once this has been completed,
the contractor, partnered with MBTA and Keolis, will
go through a rigorous testing and commissioning
process of all the new equipment.
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Fall River Secondary Facts and Figures

Project Element

Status

Stations: Fall River Depot & Freetown

In final stages

Culverts

Complete

9 Bridges

Complete

10 Grade Crossings

Complete (although not yet activated)

Walls: Sheeting, Soldier Piles and precast modular | Complete or installed

block wall

New Track

10.70 miles installed

Sidings

Complete
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What to Know about Construction:

. Typical hours of construction are Monday-Friday, 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM or
until dark; crews may arrive at construction sites prior to this time

The exception is for track outages: these are 24-hour day work periods
usually over 4-5 days; communities will be notified in advance of these
events

Construction pest and rodent management are required and ongoing
Dust control and management are required and monitored
Safety is embedded in all of the work on South Coast Rail

Construction Questions

To report a construction-related issue on the South Coast Rail project, call the

hotline at 617-222-4099. It will be answered Monday-Friday, between 7:00 AM and

3:30 PM (except holidays). All voicemails left outside of these hours will be received on the following
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM weekday shift. We will respond to all complaints. A separate line is established for
off-site improvements in SCR communities, such as for road improvements, crosswalks and sidewalk
construction: 423-375-4086.

There are also contact points for inquiries related to the Noise Program. scrnoise @ mbta.com;
617-449-7387

The SCR team is available to talk with or meet with residents, businesses and elected officials during
construction to discuss issues and update stakeholders. Write us at SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us.

Contact Us

=

L C

SOUTH COAST RAIL — FALL 2022 @ Massachusetts Bay

Transportation Authority



https://www.mbta.com/
http://blog.mass.gov/transportation/category/mbta
http://instagram.com/thembta
http://twitter.com/MBTA
http://facebook.com/theMBTA
mailto:SouthCoastRail%40dot.state.ma.us?subject=SCR
http://www.mass.gov/southcoastrail
mailto:SouthCoastRail%40dot.state.ma.us?subject=



