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Operations
Idling

Because the Gloucester Drawbridge is out of service,
trains cannot reach the Rockport Layover Facility,
where they would usually idle between trips or for
overnight storage. To avoid disruptions to residential
neighborhoods along the right-of-way, the MBTA is
holding idling trains in more remote areas of the line
between service times to the extent possible.

Train engines idle between service for safety reasons.
The train’s brakes work on air pressure, which is
provided by an onboard air compressor. If the engine
is not running, the compressor is not producing air for
the brakes. If the engine is shut down and air leaks
from the compressor, the brakes might not work

properly.
Turning

The Rockport trains are turning outside of West
Gloucester Station to maintain train service to the
shuttle buses that carry passengers to and from
Gloucester and Rockport Stations. To accomplish
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this, outbound trains must change direction to
become inbound trains in the vicinity of the West
Gloucester station. Turning requires about 15 minutes
to execute.

To change direction, a train arrives on the outbound
track and traverses the switch to the inbound track.
Following the track change, the crew moves to the
opposite end of the train for the trip into Boston.
Once this process is completed, the train departs at
the scheduled time. Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA) regulations require Commuter Rail operators
to use horns and bells when changing direction and
when entering and leaving the station (the sound
depends on the type of locomotive in use).

Once the first new bridge span and track are in place
on the drawbridge (anticipated for summer 2021),
trains will resume running all the way to Rockport and
there will no longer be a need to turn outside West
Gloucester Station. The MBTA and Keolis, which
operates the Commuter Rail, are monitoring efforts to
minimize disruption to residential neighborhoods.
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http://mbta.com/diversions/newburyport-rockport-line
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